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Reading & Writing Advanced 
Fall & Spring Terms, 2026-2027


PREREQUISITES: Integrated Skills Upper-intermediate

Instruction materials:

1. Caplan, N. A., & Douglas, S. R. (2020). Q Skills for Success: Reading and Writing 5. 3rd ed., Oxford University Press.
Course description: 

This course is designed to empower students with the critical literacy, analytical reasoning, and high-level academic composition skills required for success in rigorous academic and professional environments. Utilizing an inquiry-based pedagogical framework, the curriculum guides learners through the in-depth analysis of complex, authentic texts while cultivating sophisticated research, synthesis, and evaluation strategies. Students will refine their ability to articulate nuanced, evidence-based arguments and produce structurally elegant, register-appropriate academic papers across various genres. Upon completion, learners will possess the advanced intellectual tools, lexical precision, and writing autonomy necessary to navigate demanding English-medium academic discourse.
Course learning outcomes:
By the end of this course, the students are expected to;

1. Critically analyze, deconstruct, and evaluate complex academic texts to identify central theses, implicit assumptions, rhetorical techniques, and potential authorial bias.
2. Synthesize evidence and arguments from multiple scholarly sources to formulate well-reasoned, evidence-based academic positions on abstract and contemporary issues.
3. Produce highly structured, cohesive academic essays and critical papers (such as synthesis, argumentative, and cause-and-effect essays) adhering to formal academic register, style, and citation standards.
4. Demonstrate advanced command over complex grammatical structures and specialized academic vocabulary to express nuanced ideas with precision and clarity in written tasks.
5. Apply advanced critical literacy and inquiry strategies (such as annotated reading, outline mapping, paraphrasing, hedging, and synthesizing conflicting data) to support autonomous academic research.
6. Execute rigorous revision, peer-review, and self-editing workflows to refine written drafts for argument coherence, structural integrity, lexical sophistication, and mechanical accuracy.
COURSE PRINCIPALS
· Length and participation in the classes 
The instruction period of the course is 8 hours/weekly for 7 teaching weeks. There will be no classes during the end of term exam week. Remedial class work shall be organised in case of the cancellation of the classes due to public holiday, meetings and other unexpected commitments. The classes will be held as planned and announced. 
· Attendance 
Students are allowed to be absent from classes up to 20% for each quarter, and they are supposed to notify their possible further absenteeism. The class attendances shall be taken right from the beginning of the first week of the course through student information system.  
· Notifying illnesses or other emergency situations
The students can inform the lecturers of any illnesses or other emergency situation by making a call to the office or sending an email in advance.
· Work delays
The work specified in the course and homework will be accomplished as stated; therefore, there will be no further negotiations on these issues unless there is a valid reason for the delay. The students are expected to comply with all the work and assignments within the deadlines as specified. 
· Disabled students 
Hasan Kalyoncu University offers equal opportunities for disabled students in all aspects of learning, assessment and campus life. Your disability is not a barrier for your success in this course. Please inform your adviser in the department of your disability, and the lecturer shall be notified of it in writing by the department head. For example, if you have lost your sight, nothing will stop you to use an audio recording device in the classes, and in such cases an auxiliary staff will be assigned to help you out during your exam. 
· Instruction materials
All the students are suggested to keep a notebook for the course and use it during the lessons to take records of notes with regard to the crucial content of the course, and attend the classes with the hardcopies of the course material, if possible, that will be used during the lessons. 
· Participation
It is intended to help the learners develop sufficient awareness of the global nature of English through the course objectives stated above so that they can use them successfully in their daily and professional lives. To achieve these objectives, you are advised and suggested to:
· do all homework and submit them as requested without delay prior to the lessons,
· participate in all in-class activities to be undertaken during the lesson as instructed,
· raise your opinions concerning your homework and in-class discussions,
· collaborate with classmates as instructed in the classes.
Teaching-learning process
Each lesson begins with the description of the content of the lesson. There will be in-class discussions concerning assignments and in-class studies in which you are expected to participate and express your opinions and for which pre-class work is essential for your readiness.  
Assessment and achievement criteria and procedures
Students’ achievements in the course will be assessed and measured by a mid-term exam, 2 writing exams, 2 speaking exams, teacher assessment and an end of term exam according to the following grading criteria:
	Means of assessment
	Percentage

	Mid-term Exam
Writing Exam 1
Writing Exam 2
Speaking Exam 1
Speaking Exam 2
Teacher Assessment
End of Term Exam
	25
7
8
7
8
10
35

	
Total
	                 100




Descriptions of the assessment means:
· Mid-term Exam (25%)
The mid-term exam of the course will be based on the content covered between Week 1 and Week 4 in each quarter. Your mid-term exam performance will be assessed for the knowledge of the content, accuracy, written language use and expression in English, vocabulary and discourse organisation. Your mid-term exam result will be calculated as 25 percent of your overall assessment of the course.

· Writing Exam 1 & 2 (15% in total)
The writing exams will be administered in each quarter of training, one before the midterm exam and the other before the end of term exam. Designed to support this course and based on a total of 3 content modules per quarter, these exams aim to measure students' progress in writing skills. The writing exams will have a total impact of 15% on the overall assessment of the course — the first worth 7% and the second 8%.

· Speaking Exam 1 & 2 (15% in total)
The speaking exams will be administered in each quarter of training, one before the midterm exam and the other right after the end of term exam. The purpose of these exams is to observe the progress our students make in their speaking skills and to support their learning process by providing them with feedback. The speaking exams will have a total impact of 15% on the overall assessment of the course — the first worth 7% and the second 8%.

· Teacher Assessment (10%)
This is a grade awarded by the class instructors to evaluate factors such as the effort students demonstrate in each quarter of training, taking responsibility for their learning process in individual and group work, active class participation, coming to class prepared, and completing assigned homework and research tasks on time and appropriately. The grade students receive is determined by the average of the scores given by all instructors teaching the class. Your teacher assessment grade will be calculated as 10 percent of your overall assessment of the course.

· End of Term Exam (35%)
The final exam will assess students’ overall understanding of the content covered throughout the quarter. After the training process is completed, it is intended to measure students' listening and reading skills while also evaluating their vocabulary and grammar knowledge. Your final exam result will be calculated as 35 percent of your overall assessment of the course.


	

WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE

	WEEK
	CONTENT

	1
	· Unit 1 Education – What is the value of learning a new language
· Writing an effective email

	2
	· Unit 2 Business – How is working changing?
· Using evidence to support an argument

	3
	· Unit 4 International Relations – Why is global cooperation important?
· Organizing supporting ideas

	4
	· Unit 3 Media Studies – How well does a picture illustrate the truth?
· Writing with unity

	5
	· Unit 6 Ecology – How can we turn trash into treasure?
· Paraphrasing

	6
	· Unit 8 Health Sciences – What affects people’s energy levels?
· Writing a cause-and-effect essay

	7
	· Unit 7 History – How do new discoveries and inventions change the world?
· Summarizing

	8
	· End of Term Exam


 


APPENDICES
Appendix 1.  The Matrix for Course & Program Learning Outcomes
	PO/CLO
	CLO1
	CLO2
	CLO3
	CLO4
	CLO5
	CLO6

	
	PO1
	5
	4
	3
	3
	5
	3

	
	PO2
	4
	5
	4
	3
	5
	3

	
	PO3
	4
	3
	3
	5
	4
	3

	
	PO4
	4
	4
	3
	3
	5
	3

	
	PO5
	5
	3
	4
	3
	4
	4

	
	PO6
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	PO7
	
	3
	
	
	3
	

	
	PO8
	
	3
	
	
	
	

	
	PO9
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	PO10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	PO11
	
	3
	
	3
	
	

	
	PO12
	
	3
	3
	3
	3
	

	
	PO13
	3
	4
	3
	3
	3
	

	
	PO14
	
	3
	
	3
	4
	3

	
	PO15
	
	4
	
	
	3
	

	
	PO16
	3
	4
	5
	4
	3
	5

	
	PO17
	
	3
	5
	4
	3
	4

	
	PO18
	3
	5
	5
	4
	5
	4

	
	PO19
	3
	3
	4
	5
	3
	4

	
	PO20
	
	
	4
	4
	4
	5

	
	PO: Program Output                               Rate: 
CLO: Course Learning Outcome             0: None 1: Low 2: Medium 3: High 4. High 5: Full

	
	Program Outputs

READING COMPREHENSION & CRITICAL LITERACY

1. Deconstruct and critically evaluate highly complex academic, professional, and essayistic texts to uncover implicit logic, underlying rhetorical strategies, and authorial bias.
2. Synthesize abstract concepts, multi-layered arguments, and discipline-specific data from diverse authentic sources to construct well-substantiated academic positions.
3. Infer nuanced meanings, subtle stylistic shifts, and idiomatic expressions in dense, structurally sophisticated texts using advanced morphological and contextual analysis.
4. Scan, evaluate, and critically appraise lengthy scholarly articles, research papers, and administrative reports to extract targeted data for academic inquiries.
5. Analyze textual mechanics across various academic genres, identifying counter-arguments, logical fallacies, hedging strategies, and structural cohesion. 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION & ACADEMIC DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

6. Process and evaluate complex academic lectures, scholarly debates, and multi-speaker discussions delivered at natural native speed without visual support.
7. Follow intricate lines of reasoning on abstract, philosophical, and specialized academic topics, identifying key premises, underlying assumptions, and supporting evidence.
8. Synthesize implicit stances, subtle emotional tones, irony, and register shifts across formal academic and professional oral contexts.
9. Extract and integrate key insights from authentic multi-media presentations, academic interviews, and panel discussions for research applications.
10. Analyze the structural evolution of extended oral discourse by evaluating advanced transitional devices, rhetorical signposting, and persuasive techniques.

SPEAKING & SPOKEN INTERACTION   
     
11. Articulate complex ideas fluently, spontaneously, and with precise lexical nuance, contributing effortlessly to high-level academic and professional discourse.
12. Deliver structured, persuasive academic presentations and research defenses, integrating empirical evidence and responding adeptly to challenging inquiries.
13. Defend complex theoretical frameworks and abstract positions with logical clarity, appropriate hedging, and compelling rhetorical organization.
14. Employ advanced conversational and seminar strategies (e.g., diplomatic refutation, strategic paraphrasing, managing turn-taking) to guide collaborative academic discussions.
15. Lead scholarly panel discussions and seminars, synthesizing peer contributions, negotiating conflicting viewpoints, and facilitating consensus.
    
     WRITING PRODUCTION & ACADEMIC COMPOSITION

16. Produce well-researched, structurally sophisticated, and cohesive academic compositions (e.g., synthesis essays, cause-and-effect analyses, critical reviews, argumentative papers) adhering to academic conventions.
17. Compose formal academic and professional correspondence (e.g., research proposals, literature summaries, abstract submissions) using field-appropriate register, style, and citations.
18. Integrate textual evidence, statistical data, and expert quotations seamlessly into written arguments using proper paraphrasing, summarizing, and referencing protocols.
19. Demonstrate accurate control over advanced, complex grammatical frameworks (e.g., inversion, nominalization, subjunctive structures, complex relative clauses) and academic vocabulary (Academic Word List).
20. Execute rigorous self-editing, peer-review, and revision strategies to enhance stylistic elegance, logical flow, argumentation depth, and structural precision in academic writing.
	Course Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, the students are expected to;

1. Critically analyze, deconstruct, and evaluate complex academic texts to identify central theses, implicit assumptions, rhetorical techniques, and potential authorial bias.
2. Synthesize evidence and arguments from multiple scholarly sources to formulate well-reasoned, evidence-based academic positions on abstract and contemporary issues.
3. Produce highly structured, cohesive academic essays and critical papers (such as synthesis, argumentative, and cause-and-effect essays) adhering to formal academic register, style, and citation standards.
4. Demonstrate advanced command over complex grammatical structures and specialized academic vocabulary to express nuanced ideas with precision and clarity in written tasks.
5. Apply advanced critical literacy and inquiry strategies (such as annotated reading, outline mapping, paraphrasing, hedging, and synthesizing conflicting data) to support autonomous academic research.
6. Execute rigorous revision, peer-review, and self-editing workflows to refine written drafts for argument coherence, structural integrity, lexical sophistication, and mechanical accuracy.
 
 









Appendix 2.  Rubric for Writing Assessment
	POINT
	CONTENT (1-8)

	7-8
	Thorough development of topic. Completely relevant to topic. Task is fully achieved.       

	5-6
	Limited development of topic. Mostly relevant to topic. Task is mostly achieved.

	3-4
	Inadequate development of topic. Limited relevance to topic. Task is partially achieved.

	1-2
	Too many gaps. No relevance to topic. Task is not achieved.  

	 
	ORGANIZATION (1-6)

	6
	Well-structured topic sentence. Ideas clearly stated/ supported. Appropriate use of transitions. Logically sequenced.

	4-5
	Acceptable topic sentence. Loosely organized but main ideas stand out. Limited support. Limited use of transitions. Logical but incomplete sequencing.

	2-3
	Very weak topic sentence. Ideas confused or disconnected. No logical sequencing and development. Poor use of transitions.

	1
	Does not communicate. No organization. Wrong use of transitions.

	 
	VOCABULARY (1-4)

	4
	Sophisticated range. Effective word choice and usage. Accurate form of words.

	3
	Occasional errors of word/idiom form, choice, usage but meaning not obscured.

	2
	Limited range. Frequent errors of word form, choice, usage. Meaning confused or obscured.

	1
	Poor range and little knowledge of English vocabulary, word form. Some words in L1/ using words as if writing in L1.

	 
	LANGUAGE USE (1-4)

	4
	Effective complex constructions. Wide range of grammar structures. Few errors of grammatical structures.           

	3
	Effective but simple constructions. Usually good command of structures. Minor errors in complex constructions. Several errors of grammatical structures.

	2
	Major problems in simple/complex constructions. Frequent errors of grammatical structures. Meaning confused or obscured.    

	1
	No mastery of sentence construction rules. Dominated by errors. 

	 
	MECHANICS (1-3)

	3
	Very few errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing.  

	2
	Occasional errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, but meaning not obscured.

	1
	Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing.      





Appendix 3.  Rubric for Speaking Assessment
	POINT
	ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS (1-8)

	7-8
	Fully achieved task. Thorough development. Well-structured sentences and transitions.

	5-6
	Mostly achieved task. Limited development. Loosely organized sentences and limited use of transitions.

	3-4
	Partially achieved task. Inadequate development. Disconnected sentences. Poor use of transitions.

	1-2
	Task failed. Too many gaps. Lack of organization in communicating ideas. Wrong use of transitions.

	 
	LANGUAGE USE (1-5)

	5
	Using a variety of grammatical structures with precision.

	4
	Good command of some complex patterns and conjunctions and linking words.

	3
	Occasionally complex sentences with occasional grammatical inaccuracies. 

	2
	Short simple sentences with frequent and major grammatical inaccuracies.

	1
	Cannot produce basic sentence forms (missing auxiliaries, verbs or subject).

	 
	VOCABULARY (1-4)

	4
	Having very good command of vocabulary with precision.

	3
	Good range and choice of vocabulary with seldom mistakes.

	2
	Reasonable choice of vocabulary with errors leading to occasional misunderstanding.

	1
	Having simple, repetitive and limited vocabulary for the task, often leading to misunderstanding.

	 
	PRONUNCIATION (1-4)

	4
	Pronunciation is very clear and easy to understand. 

	3
	Rare mispronunciations do not impair comprehension.

	2
	Fairly understandable speech with clarity reduced due to occasional mispronunciations.

	1
	Frequent mispronunciations leading to difficulty for the listener. Speech is mostly unintelligible.

	 
	FLUENCY (1-4)

	4
	Clear expression without any hesitations with discourse length very natural.

	3
	Rare hesitations not impeding speech with discourse length usually natural.

	2
	Occasional hesitations with discourse length occasionally unnatural.

	1
	Frequent/Too many hesitations impeding speech with discourse length usually unnatural.




image1.jpeg
< A }(’HASAN KALYONCU
'@UNIVERSITY

‘ School of Foreign Languages




